
Summer Reading Assignment 

Glassboro High School 2015 

 Since everyone knows that both colleges and future employers will expect you to read and process a variety of 

sophisticated texts, it is important that you continue to read—a lot---over the summer. The benefits to you are 

significant! In an increasingly connected world, reading helps you develop empathy and understanding for other people 

in situations unlike your own. It also builds your vocabulary, contributes to your academic success, increases your SAT 

scores and improves your writing style. Reading for pleasure is the goal of this year’s summer reading assignment since 

studies show that when students have choices, they are able to read more and build the reading stamina they need to 

succeed. Obviously it is important to exercise your reading muscles over the summer, so we are encouraging you to read 

many books! Here are some choices: 

1. Choose at least one challenging or award- winning book you have not already read and enjoy it before 

school starts in the fall! This is mandatory for all GHS students of all grades and levels. There is a list of 

fiction and non-fiction suggestions at the link below: 

http://www.pennykittle.net/uploads/images/PDFs/Reading_Lists/Book_Love_2014_HS_book_list.pdf  , so if 

you are not sure what to read, that list is guaranteed to have something for everyone! Goodreads, Barnes 

and Nobles and Amazon also have great websites for more information on books suitable for a teen 

audience. 

 And/Or 

2. Join us and read Chain Reaction. This year’s One Book: Glassboro community reading experience is voluntary 

but will also be the basis for upcoming events at the high school. 

Required Assignment: Once you have read your choice, write a personal letter to the author explaining how his or 

her work changed your view of the world or yourself. The letter might be addressed to author Darrell Scott from 

Chain Reaction or another author of your choice, but it must be no less than 600 words and no more than 1500 

words. Type it, sign it and indicate your grade level next to your signature. This will be factored positively into your 

English grade even if you have it second semester, so bring it to the guidance department on the first day of school.  

Step 1: Reflect upon the feelings you had while reading the book and why you reacted the way you did. Consider 

these questions before writing your letter:  

What did the book show you about yourself or your world that you never noticed before? 

After reading it, what did it make you realize about yourself or other people, places or times? 

Why was the work meaningful to you? 

How do you know the author’s work influenced you? 

 

Step 2: Write a persuasive letter stating your opinion and supporting that opinion with specific details from the book. 

Since this is a friendly letter, the tone is informal and should reflect your own unique voice. It must be original, 

so write honestly as if you were having a conversation with the author. Two final tips to consider before writing: 

1. Correspond, don’t compliment! Your letter should inform rather than flatter the author. 

2. Do not summarize the book’s plot. The author wrote the book and already knows what happened. What the 

author doesn’t know is how the book affected you and why it did so. Only YOU can explain that unique 

relationship you experienced as you read the book. 

 

REMINDER: All signed letters indicating your grade level should be turned in to guidance on the first day of school. 

 

Have Fun, Enjoy the Sun, And Don’t Stop Reading! 


